
Dear Friends 
Welcome to the third Gowlland 

newsletter, which I hope that you 
will find as interesting as the two 
previous issues.  Many thanks to 
Jean Larson, Richard Joscelyne and 
Barbara Larson for the  articles and 
photographs that they have 
contributed.  My sincere apologies 
to George Gowlland in Canada, 
who spotted that I had incorrectly 
labelled the photograph that 
appeared on page 3 of the last 
n e w s l e t t e r .  T h e  c o r r e c t 
identification is Gladys Mary 
Orford Gowlland (1896 – 1984) 
and Muriel Grace Gowlland nee 
Huckle (1898 – 1985).  The picture 
was taken by a street photographer 
in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.  The 
answer to the charabanc question is 
that this was probably a works 
outing from Croydon to Brighton 
with the staff of Gowlland's Ltd. in 
about 1930 

It is a great pleasure to be in touch 
with so many of you now.   Sadly, a 
few members of the extended 
family are no longer with us, but 
there have also been some 
marriages and several new babies. 

As this newsletter is being 
compiled, preparations are well in 
hand for the next Gowlland 
gathering on 1st August.  This 
should be a great opportunity for 
those who can be there to share 
their personal news and memories 
with others.  For this occasion a 
new computer database is being set 
up on Personal Ancestry File, 
which it is hoped will include all 
recent additions to the family tree.  
If you have new events to record in 
this way, please let me know.  But 
be assured that this PAF version 
will never appear in the public 
domain. 

There is now a DVD called ‘A 
Gowlland Gallery’ with over 
seventy photographs of members of 
the extended family.  Many thanks 
to all those who have made 
available images for this use – your 
personal copy is on its way.  Are 
there any more photographs from 
before about 1960 that you can 
contribute, which could be used for 
‘Another Gowlland Gallery’?  Does 
anyone have a copy of the portrait 
of Percy Hartwell Gowlland 
mentioned by Richard Joscelyn in 
his article. 

John continues to add information 
to the Gowlland website at 
www.gowlland.me.uk which has 
now had over 12000 page loads and 
has written about his work on page 
5.  The research carried out in the 
hope of unearthing new facts is 
very rewarding and we find the 
ever increasing resources on the 
internet stimulating to use.  We try 
hard to ensure accuracy, but please 
let us know if you find any 
mistakes. 

Recently we deposited in the 
Imperial War Museum our original 
copies of the correspondence 
exchanged between  Geoffrey Price 
Gowlland and his cousin Gladys 
between 1940 and 1945. 

Does anyone have a copy of the 
portrait of Percy Hartwell 
Gowlland mentioned by Richard 
Joscelyn in his article. 

Again our very grateful thanks are 
due to David Lord in Australia, 
without whose technical expertise 
this newsletter would never have 
happened.  More items are always 
welcome and it would be good to 
get some feedback too. 

Very best wishes to you all from  
Rosemary Milton-Thompson  
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Edgar Blackburn Gowlland  was born on July 30, 
1891, the middle child of James Carter Gowlland 
by his second wife Emma nee Smith.  They were 
married in March 1884 when Emma was 31 years 
old.  Edgar’s father, James Carter Gowlland, had 
been born in England in 1833, emigrated to 
America about 1874, applied for naturalisation 
about 1900 and died on March 29, 1915.  Emma 
died on August 20, 1929. 

Edgar had an older sister, Grace Westerveldt 
Gowlland, who was born on April 26, 1886.  She 
married Charles W. Crowson on August 8, 1916.  
Grace was a schoolteacher and she and Charles 
lived on a big ranch near Minot, North Dakota.  
They had no children.  The exact date of her  death 
is not known, but it was somewhere between 1934 
and 1937. 

Grace and Edgar had a younger sister, Pansy Dot 
Gowlland, who was born on May 20, 1892 and 
died two weeks later on June 3, 1892.  All three 
children were born in Chatfield, Minnesota. 

At the age of 14, after completing 9th grade he 
went to work on a farm to help support his family.  
He met Ethel (a local school teacher) from 
Potsdam, New York, who had moved to Chatfield, 
Minnesota with her widowed mother.  Ethel Mary 

Munson was born to Ida Mae (Tilden) and James 
Munson on January 19, 1889. 

Edgar married Ethel Mary Munson on March 12, 
1914.  They had two sons and two were stillborn. 

Edgar Blackburn Gowlland by Barbara Larson 

James Carter Gowlland. 

Edgar Blackburn Gowlland and Ethel Mary Munson  

Grace Westerveldt &brother Edgar Blackburn. 



After they were married they moved to Austin, 
Minnesota where he worked as a carpenter.  In 
1916 he rented a farm for two years and then in 
1918 he bought a 240-acre farm near Dover, 
Minnesota.  They raised their two surviving sons on 
the farm and lived there until the spring of 1947. 

Edgar (known as Bernie by everyone) was a 
highly regarded and respected farmer in Quincy 
Township.  A list of his leadership activities would 
include: 

1) Member and clerk of the Quincy Township 
board for 29 years. 

2) Member and clerk of the Little Valley School 
Board for 27 years. 

3) Had a leadership role in the organization of 
various farm groups which helped each do the 
following; threshing grain, filling silos, sawing 
wood, shredding corn, and keeping the township 
roads open in the wintertime. 

4) First in the neighbourhood to have electricity 
(battery system) and later was instrumental in Rural 
Electrification Association (REA) to Quincy 
township. 

5) After he retired from the farm and moved back 
to his hometown Chatfield, Minnesota he was 
appointed to the city library board.  He also worked 
for several years at the local Hardware store. 

He died on August 6, 1970. 

His wife – Ethel Mary Munson Gowlland was 
born in Winthrop, New York.  She was a graduate 
of New York State teachers College at Potsdam.  
She used her teaching credentials to teach in a rural 
Chatfield school for three years.  Educated women 
were rare in the farming community where she 
lived.  She served as an adult leader of the local 4H 
Club (a youth organization) and directed several 
one act plays put on by this group.  She was very 
active in the Chatfield Presbyterian Church.  After 
her husband’s death she lived alone until she was 
98, she then moved to the Chosen Valley Care 
Centre in Chatfield, Minnesota.  There she 
represented the residents on the Chosen Valley Care 
Center counsel.  She was also an ardent baseball fan 
and read one or more books right up to the time of 
her death.  She lacked a few weeks of living to be 
102 years old.  She died talking in the middle of a 
sentence, on November 28, 1990. 

There are many descendants from Edgar and 
Ethel’s two sons living in the USA today. 

Barbara Larson 
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Above:  Edgar & Ethel Mary Munson  
& their two sons 

Right:  Edgar, Ethel and their sons 
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THEY WENT TO WAR! 

Both Thomas Gowlland and his elder brother 
Richard were trained to be naval officers. 
However, in the 99 years which separated the 
Napoleonic Wars from the first Great War, there 
were limited opportunities for an ambitious naval 
officer: so both became Coast Guards.  Of the two 
brothers, Richard was undoubtedly the liveliest, for 
upwards of 40 years the commander of a naval 
cutter harrying the smugglers up and down the 
Thames estuary, with several famous exploits to 
his name.  However, the children, grandchildren 
and great grand children of Thomas were those 
who made their mark as sailors and soldiers in the 
wars of the 19th and 20th century.  Indeed, at the 
present time one of his great great grandchildren is 
in Basra training the future Iraqi army. 

Two of Thomas’s children became naval officers.  
The eldest boy John Thomas Ewing Gowlland 
(always called Jack) was only 17 when he took 
part in an action on the sloop HMS Archer in the 
Baltic during the Crimean War.  As so many 
officers were killed in action, Jack was detailed to 

sail the captured Russian brig ‘Myran’ back to 
England, a perilous voyage and an exploit which 
won him the applause of the Lords of the 
Admiralty and a medal.  The rest of his career was 
typical of a peacetime naval officer.  He became a 
noted hydrographer and marine surveyor in South 
America, Canada, the Mediterranean and Australia 
dying in the line of duty 
while carrying out a 
survey of Sydney 
Harbour in 1874.  His 
younger brother James 
also died on duty.  He 
was only 17 when he 
died of yellow fever in 
Jamaica. 

Jack’s second son, 
P e r c y  H a r t w e l l 
Gowlland served in the 
New South Wales 
Mounted Rifles in the 
South African (Boer) 
from March 1901 to 
June 1902.  A splendid 
photograph of him in uniform with a bunch of emu 
feathers in his cap has unfortunately been lost. 
Alas!  He would not have coincided there with his 
first cousin Alice Joscelyne, a daughter of his 
father’s elder sister Maria Louisa, who served in 
the war as a Queen Alexandra nurse.  Two letters 
to her mother from Wynburg were written in 
August 1900 just before she returned to England.  
She was decorated for her work. On her arrival by 
train in Buckinghamshire to rejoin her family at 

THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  THOMAS  SANKEY 
GOWLLAND  AND  MARY  EWING. 

James (Jim) Gowlland RN 

John Thomas Ewing Gowlland 

Alice Joscelyne 



her father’s Rectory in Ibstone, the whole village 
turned out to greet her and with much ceremony 
pulled her up the hill in a haywain. 

The First World War was the scene of much 
sadder events.  Alice’s youngest brother Percy 
Joscelyne, a medical doctor, alone among her 
siblings fought in that terrible war.  At the age of 
40 he joined the Royal Army Medical Corps and 
served in France from 1914 to 1918 rising to be 
Deputy to the Assistant Director of Medical 
Services in the 5th Army, with the rank of Major.  
Thought by his family to be ‘absolutely fearless’, 
he was mentioned in dispatches and awarded a 
Military Cross.  Badly gassed, Percy for reasons of 
health joined the Colonial Medical Services after 
the war, and served in Borneo. 

On 30 September 1917 he spent an evening 
behind the lines with his young nephew Lawrence 
Joscelyne (the son of his elder brother and 
medical partner Arthur) to celebrate the award to 
Lawrence of a Military Cross.  They found digs in 
a barn in the village.  During a bombardment 
Lawrence was hit by a piece of shrapnel, and bled 
to death in his uncle’s arms.  Two more of Mary 
Louisa’s grandchildren were killed in the war: 
Frank and Kenneth Joscelyne were the children 
of her eldest son Harry who had migrated to 
Australia in the early 1880s.  Frank was killed in 
action on 19 November 1916 while a temporary 
Captain in the Somerset Light Infantry and is 
buried in the British Cemetery in Beaumont 
Hamel.  His younger brother Arthur Kenneth, a 
Second Lieutenant in the Royal Berkshire 
Regiment was killed in action on 26 June 1917 
and is buried in the Faubourg d’Amiens cemetery 
in Arras, France.  Lawrence, Frank and Kenneth 
are remembered in a memorial erected in the 
Parish Church of St. Mary in Taunton after the 
war.  Three of Mary Louisa’s four surviving 
grandsons, Percy’s sons Peter and Dick, and their 
cousin Patrick all served in the Second World War 
(see below). 

It is likely that Percy Joscelyne met his first 
cousin Edward Lake Gowlland during the war as 
Edward also served in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps, although he entered the war as a Major in 
the Territorial Association commanding the Kent 
heavy Battery and Ammunition Column.  He 
transferred to the RAMC in 1915.  His services 
were twice mentioned in dispatches, and in 1917 
he was awarded the Distinguished Service Order.  
He was later promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in 
command of the City of London Ambulance.  

After the war he was the first commandant of the 
Star and Garter Home where he did much original 
work in the rehabilitation of soldiers injured in the 
war.  His younger brother Geoffrey Cathcart 
Gowlland was a professional soldier in the Royal 
Engineers.  He was 
m e n t i o n e d  i n 
dispatches in the 
Great War and saw 
service in the Sudan 
and India before 
retiring with the rank 
of Brigadier.  For two 
years after his 
retirement he served 
(1940-42) as Chief 
Engineer, British 
Troops, Northern 
Ireland.  The son of 
their sister Mildred, 
Patrick Gowlland 
H u n t  w a s  a t 
Sandhurst, and joined the Dorset Regiment after 
graduation.  He later joined the Indian Army as a 
Captain in the Baluch Regiment and become an 
acting Lieutenant Colonel, before his retirement in 
1947. 

The first cousin once removed of Edward Lake 
Gowlland and Geoffrey Cathcart Gowlland, 
Phillip Sidney Whitcombe, the grandson of 
Thomas Gowlland’s third daughter Sarah Maria, a 
professional soldier who opted for a career in the 
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Geoffrey Cathcart Gowlland 

Edward Lake Gowlland 



G O W L L A N D S  U N I T E D   A u g u s t  2 0 0 7  P a g e  6  

Royal Army Service 
Corps, was also 
concerned with the 
s u p p l y  o f 
ammunition to the 
front, a highly 
dangerous exercise.  
He served with the 
British Expeditionary 
Force in France and 
Flanders 1914-18 and 
on the General Staff 
as Deputy Assistant 
Director of Transport 
1918-19.  He also 
served in the Second 
World War and was 

mentioned in dispatches for his service in France 
1939-40 as Assistant Director of Supplies and 
Transport.  From 1941-43 he was Chief 
administrative Officer and Deputy Adjutant in 
Gibraltar.  He was Quartermaster General in 
Northern Ireland and Chief Administrative Officer in 
Northern Ireland before retiring in 1947 as a Major 
General.  Two of Phillip Whitcombe’s brothers were 
also professional soldiers.  Arthur Cyril 
Whitcombe retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in the 
Royal Artillery in 1949. He served in France and 
Belgium 1916-1919.  He was mentioned twice in 
dispatches for his service with the British 
Expeditionary force 1939-40, before being taken 
prisoner.  Their younger brother Henry Maurice 
Whitcombe was also in the Royal Artillery, rising to 
the rank of Colonel, although born too late to see 
service in the Great War.  Their sister, Hilda Monica, 
married Major General Sir Drummond Inglis.  
Inevitably a number of their offspring also became 
soldiers. 

Of the Australian Gowllands it seems that only 
Francis Badham Oliver, the second son of Thomas 
and Mary’s second youngest daughter Eliza Celia, 
served in the Great War.  He was a lieutenant in the 
AIF, but nothing further is known of him. 

In the Second World War, there are records of 
outstanding service by the great grandchildren of 
Thomas and Mary.  The twin sons of Edward 
Gowlland were both professional sailors.  Captain 
Geoffrey Gowlland RN served throughout the war 
before retiring to become a clergyman.  Both he and 
his brother Langton passed the Admiralty Interview 
Board on the same day as the Battle of Jutland.   
They were both expecting to be sent to sea aged 15 
when the Armistice was signed.  Instead they 
completed their naval training at Dartmouth.  

Langton Gowlland (left) became an expert in 
torpedoes: with war impending he helped ready the 
Ark Royal for her first commission on which he 
served as both electrical officer and first lieutenant 
and later became Staff Torpedo Officer to Flag 
Officer Air.  He was then posted successively as 
second-in command of the cruisers Frobisher and 
Birmingham.  On 28 November 1943 Birmingham 
was torpedoed by U-407.  As the ship slowed 
Langton organized ‘collision stations’ and arranged 
repair and first aid parties, while the whole forecastle 
part of the ship began to move separately from the 
rest.  He then organized shipwrights to shore the 
bulkheads to contain the flooding.  Carey floats were 
dropped for men who had been blown over the side, 
but neither the rafts nor the men were seen again.  
Both the aircraft hanger and the wardrooms were 
turned into hospitals for nearly 100 injured men, 
some of whom had broken backs.  35 men were dead 
or missing. Birmingham was carrying £3 million in 
gold bullion for the Egyptian government, and 
although one case had burst open, none was lost.  So 
thorough and prompt was Langton’s damage control 
that Birmingham 
was able to resume 
passage at 10 knots 
a n d  r e a c h e d 
Alexandria two days 
later.  After repairs 
t h e r e  a n d  i n 
A m e r i c a , 
B i r m i n g h a m 
rejoined the Home 
Fleet in November 
1944.  Langton was 
briefly in command 
o f  t h e  4 2 n d 
M i n e s w e e p i n g 
Flotilla, where he 
was desperately sea-
sick, and then had a 
series of shore 
appointments in UK and Hong Kong before his 
retirement from the navy in 1953. 

Langton and Geoffrey seem to have met their 
Australian second cousin George Richard (Dick) 
Gowlland (above) during the war.  Dick was the 
grandson of Jack Gowlland the eldest son of Thomas 
and Mary, through Jack’s second son Percy.  Dick 
served as a Petty Officer in the Royal Australian 
Navy from May 1939 to June 1946.  He was on 
HMAS ‘Sydney’ which helped to take the surrender 
of the French Navy at Alexandria and saw action 
against the Italian fleet in the Mediterranean.  

Langton Gowlland 

George Richard (Dick)  
Gowlland 



As explained earlier in a previous newsletter, it 
was Ros Baines, the TV producer from the BBC 
who, in the spring of 2005, urged us to ‘publish’ the 
letters exchanged during 1940 and 1945 between 
Geoffrey Price Gowlland and his cousin Gladys in 
Canada.  Rosemary and I know a little about Vanity 
Publishing (an outfit specialising in private 
publications), and we concluded that that was not 
the route forward for us. 

However, we wanted to share this correspondence 
with anyone interested in reading it, and felt that the 
most cost-effective way of so doing was to publish 
the letters in a family website.  Coincidentally, the 
first Gowlland Gathering had already taken place 
and we were now in direct touch with more 
members of the extended family, so we were in a 
good position to make the Family Tree pretty 
comprehensive. 

From the very start our aim has been twofold.  
Firstly we wanted to make available to anyone 
interested the totality of current knowledge about 
the family gathered from a variety of sources in 
several different countries.  Secondly we wanted to 
ensure that even when Rosemary and I, and many  
present contributors, feature in the ‘deceased’ part 

of the tree, the accumulated knowledge will be 
preserved for the sake of anyone who, at whatever 
time in the future, wishes to continue the research. 

The published website now amounts to 350MB, 
and the unpublished documents (available on 
request) amount to a further 103 MB.  Never did we 
imagine that the project would grow to be on such a 
scale.  Searchers come from all over the world and 
seem to be seeking a variety of topics. 

A recent new contact has told us how delighted he 
was to discover how much information already 
appears there and he was able to share some more 
information about his branch of the extended 
family.  Another family historian has told us that 
she recently checked out the site again after a period 
of time and has discovered many new facts of 
which she was previously unaware.  There have 
been over 1200 page loads, which we find amazing. 

This article is intended to give an overview of the 
site itself.  In the next newsletter I shall explain how 
research findings and other contributions are 
collected and published. 

John G. Gowlland 

The Gowlland website 

Fortunately he was on sick leave when the Sydney 
was sunk with all hands on 19 November 1941.  
Dick’s brother Donnelly was a sergeant in the 
Australian Army and saw service in North Africa. 

Their second cousin, Dick Joscelyne, the son of 
Percy, followed in the family tradition and was 
awarded a Military Cross in the Second World War.  
He was by profession a tea taster but hurried home 
in 1939 to join the army.  His citation stated that 
when Major Joscelyne was commanding “A” 
squadron of 7 Royal Tank Regiment which was 
engaged in the defence of Mardwick 4-9 December 
1944:  “enemy patrols were extremely active in this 
sector and made two attempts to penetrate the 
defences but without success.  On December 6 a 
force of 50 managed to work round the position and 
attacked a small French post.  Major Joscelyne’s 
prompt action in leading two tanks to the area 
undoubtedly saved these men and drove off the 
Germans.  He directed this operation himself as he 
was visiting the post when the trouble started, and 
thus was the only one who knew where the enemy 

were.  In order to go back for the tanks he had to 
proceed down a road which was constantly under 
machine gun fire with the enemy almost all round.  
This small action is one of the many that this officer 
has carried out with complete disregard for his own 
safety, and his calmness in action is an example to 
all ranks.”  Dick’s elder brother Peter Joscelyne, a 
tobacco farmer in Rhodesia, also served in the war, 
reaching the rank of Captain.  Their cousin Patrick 
Cathcart Joscelyne, the fifth of Mary Louisa 
Gowlland’s 6 grandsons to go to war, had joined the 
Territorial Army in the 1930s and as a medical 
doctor, joined the RAMC at a rather late age (like 
his uncle Percy) and served 1939-45 in Egypt and 
Germany reaching the rank of Captain. 

Dick’s son Andrew Joscelyne is a professional 
soldier, and became a Colonel in the Scots Guards.  
He served in the Falklands War and since his 
retirement has worked in Serbia and Iraq.  His is the 
fifth generation from Thomas and Mary to go to 
war. 

Richard Joscelyne 
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Canute Larson and I married on my 21st birthday 1st 
December 1936 at the Parish church in Simla. 

My parents, who were in India at the time, are seated at 
each end of the photograph (see below).   

Canute’s parents were in England so were not able to be 
there.  The two bridesmaids were called Barbara Gabbett 
and Toli Christopher – their dresses were garnet coloured 
velvet.  It may seem strange for them to be wearing velvet 
but at that time of year it was very cold.  The best man was 
called Tim Adie – he was in the British Army.  We had the 
reception at the Davico Restaurant to where we were 
transported by rickshaw, as there were not many cars.  This 
was because in cold weather the only people allowed to 
have cars were the Viceroy & C.-in-C. 

We had a finger buffet, a three-tier cake and champagne. 

For our honeymoon we came back to England for six 
months leave.  Janet was well on the way at the end of six 
months, so I stayed in Winchester with my mother’s 
parents.  Canute returned to India and I followed when 
Janet was six weeks old.  We moved to Quetta just after the 
earthquake which happened in early 1937. 

Jean Larson. January 2006 

The marriage of Jean Gowlland 
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